Dear Players and Parents,

I hope this letter finds you and your family healthy and in good spirits as we enter the summer.  It is with great excitement that I write to you regarding the Hardin Valley Academy baseball program.  I believe that we have a unique opportunity to build a well rounded baseball program through a community effort by student-athletes, parents, teachers, administrators, and coaches.  While I would love to explain at length my plans for achieving this vision, this is not the correct forum.  However, I did want to get across to you some organizational points of importance as we move into the summer months.

I am planning on having a parents and players organizational meeting during the middle of July.  Due to my current contract obligations and moving arrangements, I feel that the middle of the month is going to be the earliest that this event can occur.  I also apologize for not being able to provide a concrete date for the event, however as soon as we can pin one down it will be announced via the Hardin Valley Athletic Council website.  At this meeting we will discuss possible summer practice/camp dates tentatively scheduled for the last two weeks of July. We will also cover the guidelines for the program, fundraising, fall SSAQ (strength, speed, agility, and quickness) training, program structure, and staff introductions.

There are a couple of other items that I would like to point out.  Physical forms can be found on the Hardin Valley Academy Athletic Council website.  I would strongly encourage you to have the appropriate forms completed and returned as soon as possible.  I would also strongly advise you to fill out the player information questionnaire found under the baseball tab on the same website.  This form allows me to take care of a number of “house-keeping” issues while giving me a chance to learn more about each of you.  If possible, I would prefer you return the completed form to me via email at hvabaseball@hotmail.com.  Please do not hesitate to correspond with any questions or concerns and I look forward to building relationships with everyone involved with HVA baseball.  During this period of transition, it would be easiest to correspond with me via email.  I will try to answer each as soon as possible, but please understand that this upcoming month will be an extremely busy one and responses may not be immediate.  

In closing, my wife and I are very excited about moving into the Knoxville area and becoming a part of the Hardin Valley community.  With regard to this baseball program, one of the main reasons for my excitement is the unique opportunity to build a program from scratch.  With this opportunity comes a number of great challenges.  I believe we can meet each challenge if we keep two principles in mind: Togetherness and “F.U.N”.  Togetherness is very simple.  For HVA Baseball to attain its greatest level of success in the classroom, on the field, and in the community; it will take more than just the efforts of student-athletes, coaches, or parents.  It is critical that we accept these challenges together.  In doing so, I feel it is important that we adopt Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s concept of “F.U.N.”, a “Fierce Urgency for Now”.  I believe patience is an outstanding virtue and something we all need with this program. However, you will find that I am a bigger believer in taking full advantage of opportunities provided by the present.  Let us together take full advantage of this incredible opportunity in front of us.
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